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EASTERN ILLINOIS UNIVERSITY
Charleston, Illinois

Apri 1 17, 1985
HARRY READ, Director of Information and Publications (217) 581-2820

L/A/t1

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
CHARLESTON, IL--An Illinois newspaper executive has been named national
chairman of the Tenth Decade Campaign of Eastern Illinois University to raise
$5 million in five years.
Appointment of Jim Roberts, publisher of the Corn Belt Press, Fairbury,
a 12-paper chain, was recommended by Dr. Stanley Rives, Eastern's president,
and approved by the EIU Foundation's Board of Directors.
The announcement was made by Dr. Dan Thornburgh, director of University
Relations and the Foundation's fiscal agent.
Roberts, a 1946 graduate, is the immediate past president of the National
Newspaper Association (NNA).

He is a recipient of the Distinguished Alumnus

Award of Eastern.
Rives said:

"I am certain that Mr. Roberts will provide outstanding

leadership in the first University-wide, professionally-organized fund campaign
Eastern has undertaken.
"His experience in administration and organization is broad and will
be useful in the task ahead.
"His loyalty to Eastern is beyond question and we are pleased that he
has accepted this responsibility."
In accepting the appointment, Roberts said:

"It is an honor and a challenge.

To be successful, the campaign will require dedication and very hard work by
a large number of Eastern's friends.

If they are as proud of Eastern as I am,

we will succeed."
As president of the NNA, Roberts presided over a 5,200-member organization,
the largest newspaper trade association in the world.

Members range from the
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New York Times and Washington Post to some of the nation's smallest weeklies
numbering circulation in the hundreds.
In 1977 he was named Editor of the Year by the Illinois Press Association
(IPA) and was president of the IPA in 1980.

He was editor of the Eastern News,

student newspaper, for three years, the longest tenure of one editor in the
paper's history.
In originally announcing the campaign, Rives said that private support
was needed to assure 'continued excellence in the quality of Eastern's service
to the people of Illinois.'
Thornburgh said the campaign will focus fundraising efforts on eight
priorities:

scholarship and awards, faculty/staff development, academic program

support, capital projects, endowed professorships and chairs, student life enrichment,
equipment, and graduate fellowships.
Charles Ross is Eastern's first Director of Development.

He said Roberts

would work with the development staff and that includes he and Thornburgh, Charles
Titus, director of Alumni Services, and K. E. Hesler, consultant to the Foundation.
Ross also said Roberts would coordinate efforts of a campaign cabinet
and other volunteers, review progress of the campaign with subgroup chairs,
report progress to the Foundation Board, and assist the staff with published
reports.
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